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SUBJECT: NPG MINISTERIAL MEETING FINAL COMMUNIQUE 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF FINAL COMMUNIQUE OF NPG MINISTERIAL 
MEETING HELD AT BERGEN ON JUNE 1 1 AND 12, 1974: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

THE NATO NUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP (NPG), COMPOSED OF 
THE MINISTERS OF DEFENCE OE EIGHT NATO GENTRIES, TODAY 
CONCLUDED ITS FIFTEENTH HALF-YEARLY MEETING AFTER A TWO-DAY 
CONFERENCE IN BERGEN. 

MINISTERS OF DEFENCE PARTICIPATING IN THIS MEETING 
WERE MR. GEORG LEBER, EEDERAL REPUBLIC OE GERMANY; 

MR. EUSTATHIOS LATSOUDIS, GREECE; MR. GIULIO ANDREOTTI, 

ITALY; MR. HENK VREDELING, THE NETHERLANDS; MR. ALV 
JAKOB EOSTERVOLL, NORWAY; MR. ROY MASON, THE UNITED KINGDOM; 
AND MR. JAMES R SCHLESINGER, THE UNITED STATES. AMBASSADOR 
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ARTHUR R. MENZIES, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF CANADA TO 
THE NORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL, REPRESENTEDMR. JAMES RICHARDSON, 
MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENCE OE CANADA.THE MEETING WAS 
CHAIRED BY DR. JOSEPH M.A.H. LUNS, SECRETARY GENERAL OF NATO. 
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IN CONFORMITY WITH PAST PRACTICE, THE CHAIRMAN OE THE NATO 
MILITARY COMMITTEE, ADMIRAL OE THE ELEET SIR PETER HILL-NORTON; 

THE SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER EUROPE (SACEUR), GENERAL 
ANDREW J. GOODP ASTER; AND THE SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER 
ATLANTIC (SACLANT), ADMIRAL RALPH W. COUSINS, WERE ALSO PRESENT. 

SINCE ITS CREATION IN DECEMBER 1966 THE NPG HAS 

PROVIDED A EORUM EOR THE COMPREHENSIVE STUDY AND EVALUATIN 

OE NUCLEAR POLICY QUESTIONS OE INTEREST TO THE ALLIANCE. 

DETAILED STUDIES ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OE NUCLEAR DEEENCE 
MATTERS PREPARED FOR DEFENCE MINISTERS' CONSIDERATION HAVE 
ENABLED THEM TO HAVE EULL EXCHANGES OE VIEWS IN DEVELOPING 
NUCLEAR POLICY. THE NPG PROVIDES THE PRINCIPAL MEANS 
WHEREBY NATO GOVERNMENTS ARE ABLE TO DEVELOP POLICY GUIDANCE 
EOR MILITARY PLANNING, AND PROCEDURES EOR EFEECTIVE 
CONSULTATION AND DECISION-MAKING REGARDING THE POSSIBLE 
DEEENSIVE USE OE NUCLEAR WEAPONS BY NATO. THE MINISTERS 
REAFEIRMED THEIR CONVICTION THAT THE WORK OE THE NPG IS OE 
CONSIDERABLE VALUE TO THEM AND TO THE ALLIANCE AS A WHOLE. 

IN RESPONSE TO AN INVITATION BY OTHER MINISTERS, 

THE MINISTER OE DEEENCE OE NORWAY MADE A STATEMENT ABOUT THE 
NORWEGIAN NUCLEAR AND BASE POLICY. 

ON THE BASIS OE A BRIEFING BY THE UNITED STATES 
SECRETARY OE DEEENSE, THE MINISTERS ENGAGED IN A CONSTRUCTIVE 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON RECENT AND ANTICIPATED TRENDS IN THE 
DEVELOPMENT AND DEPLOYMENT OE SOVIET STRATEGIC NUCLEAR 
EORCES. THEY NOTED AND CAREFULLY EXAMINED THE IMPLICATIONS 
EOR THE STRATEGIC BALANCE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST OF THE 
REGRETTABLE CONTINUING INCREASE IN SOVIET NUCLEAR POTENTIAL. 
EOLLOWING A DISCUSSION OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN US 
TARGETTING DOCTRINE, WHICH ACCORD WITH THE NATO STRATEGY 
OE ELEXIBILITY IN RESPONSE, THE MINISTERS WELCOMED THE 
EURTHER INSIGHT GIVEN INTO THE EXTENT TO WHICH THESE 
DEVELOPMENTS ENHANCE THE CREDIBILITY OE DETERRENCE AGAINST 
THREATS TO NATO EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA. 
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THE MINISTERS WERE ALSO BRIEEED BY MR. SCHLESINGER 
ON SOME TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS THAT COULD BEAR ON THE 
TACTICAL NUCLEAR CAPABILITY OE THE ALLIANCE AND HAD A 
PRELIMINARY EXCHANGE OE VIEWS ON POSSIBLE WAYS IN WHICH 
TECHNOLOGICAL IMPROVEMENTS MIGHT AFEECT NATO'S DETERRENT 
POSTURE AND DEEENCE CAPABILITIES. THEY ALSO AGREED TO 
KEEP UNDER REVIEW THE WIDER POLITICAL AND MILITARY IMPLICATIONS 
OE THESE DEVELOPMENTS. 

AS A EURTHERSTEP IN THE CONTINUING TASK OE 

IMPROVING ARRANGEMENTS FOR EFFECTIVE CONSULTATION AMONG MEMBER 
GOVERNMENTS IN TIME OF TENSIONOR HOSTILITIES, THE MINISTERS 
APPROVED A REPORT COVERING ASPECTS OE THE NUCLEAR CONSULTATION 
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PROCESS THAT INVOLVED THE NATO MILITARY COMMITTEE. THEY 
AGREED THAT THIS REPORT SHOULD BE REEERRED TO THE WIDER EORUM 
OE THE DEEENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

IN THE LIGHT OE A STUDY UNDERTAKEN BY SIX NPG 
COUNTRIES, THE MINISTERS ALSO DISCUSSED WARSAW PACT POLITICO- 
MILITARY STRATEGY AND MILITARY DOCTRINE BEARING ON THE 
POSSIBLE TACTICAL USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. THEY AGREED THAT 
THE STUDY MADE A VERY USEEUL CONTRIBUTION TO A DEEPER 
UNDERSTANDING OF THIS SUBJECT WHICH IS IMPORTANT FOR DEFENCE 
PLANNING IN THE ALLIANCE. AT THE CONCLUSION OF THEIRDISCUSSION, 
THE MINISTERS AGREED TO FORWARD THE STUDY AND SOME RELATED 
COMMENTS OF THEIR OWN TO THE DEFENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE. 

AT THE END OF THEIR MEETING, THE MINISTERS REVIEWED 
THE WORK PROGRAMME OF THE NPG AND GAVE GUIDANCE FOR FUTURE 
ACTIVITY. THEY DECIDED TO HOLD THE NEXT NPG MINISTERIAL 
MEETING IN ITALY IN THE AUTUMN OF 1974. 

END TEXT. RUMSFELD 
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